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Key message handout at EPA-Tribal Air Quality Monthly Call, May 13, 
2022 
Washington State Smoke Management Plan SIP Update 

Martha Hankins, Policy & Planning Section Manager, Washington State Department of Ecology 
May 13, 2022 

The Washington State Department of Ecology is responsible for the state air quality implementation 
plan (SIP). It consists of rules, plans and programs to protect air quality, and includes the Smoke 
Management Plan (SMP) developed by the Washington Department of Natural Resources. 

• Ecology and DNR have been working cooperatively toward replacing the 1998 SMP currently 
in the SIP. This is the first update for the Washington SMP in over 20 years. It is a significant 
update with a number of substantive operational changes. 

• We consulted with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency about federal Clean Air 
Act requirements. 

• DNR is responsible for forestland (silvicultural) burning across the state. DNR's updated 
Smoke Management Plan includes burn approval procedures, practices and techniques to 
minimize smoke impacts, and an action level to maintain fine particulate matter 
concentrations below the federal health-based standards. 

Ecology is seeking comments on whether the updated 2022 Smoke Management Plan should replace 
the 1998 version currently in Washington's SIP. 

The SMP: 

• Outlines the burn approval process and other practices and techniques to minimize 
smoke impacts and prevent exceedances of federal health-based air quality standards. 

• Describes procedures and requirements for DNR and burners to minimize smoke impacts 
and protect Washington communities from smoke from forestland burning. 

• Includes burn approval procedures, practices, and techniques to minimize smoke impacts 
and an action level to maintain fine particulate matter concentrations below the federal 
health- based standards. 

Key changes from the 1998 plan are: 

• Aligning DNR’s authority with language in state law (RCW 70A.15.5140), to deny forest 
burning if air pollution levels will exceed federal air quality standards. 

• Removing the prohibition against summer weekend burning. 
• Notifying burners of permission to ignite their units by 4:30 pm the day prior to ignition. 
• Allowing burning inside Urban Growth Areas (UGA) on forestland under DNR fire 

protection, with additional precautions. 
• A complaint tracking section to help burners, the public, and regulators respond to and 

resolve any smoke-related complaints. 

Public comment period May 25 - June 30, 2022 

• Ecology will be accepting public comments on whether DNR’s 2022 SMP should replace the 
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1998 SMP in the SIP. The SMP and supporting documents will be posted on the Ecology 
website by May 25, 2022. 

• A public hearing will be June 28, 2022, at 6:30 pm through Zoom. 
• After receiving and responding to public comments, Ecology will submit the plan to EPA 

later this summer. 
 

  


